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A contribution on morphology and distribution of the Rock Toad
Duttaphrynus hololius (Giinther, 1876) with first report on deformity,

calling and breeding behaviours (Amphibia: Anura: Bufonidae)
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ABSTRACT

Morphology of a hitherto fore unsampled population of Duttaphrynus hololius from Hyderabad in mid-Deccan
plateau (outlier), is presented and found consistent with that of populations characterised so far. We remap its
distribution based on further findings, since the last attempt (in 2013) and our revised analysis revealed a better
resolution and refinement in the MaxEnt Species Distribution Modelling (SDM) range projections. We present
the first ever mformation on its courtship and acoustic characterization (a mating call and a male release call),
based on observations in Chittoor, Eastern Ghats. We also report the first case of deformity-macropthalmia with
red eye syndrome, in this species based on field observations in Hampi, Deccan plateau. Findings of this species
in peri-urban areas and with deformity are highlighted in a conservational perspective. Put together, the new
information considerably adds to our knowledge on this uncommon species.
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